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The cast of the off-Broadway play “The Castle” will give a special performance for New York legislators this evening, marking the first time an off-Broadway production has been invited to perform in Albany before state lawmakers.

The play features four formerly incarcerated New Yorkers sharing the story of their personal trials and tribulations. The play shows the flipside of re-entering society, describing the obstacles that criminal offenders face after their release. 

The cast members were invited to Albany by Sen. Tom Duane, D,WF-Manhattan. The performance is open to the public and anyone interested should contact the senator’s office. The performance is scheduled for 6 p.m. in Legislative Meeting Room 6 in the Empire State Plaza.

“The Castle” is an Upper West Side residential facility for the formerly incarcerated. It was opened and is maintained by The Fortune Society, a nonprofit organization that helps the formally incarcerated re-enter society. Staffed primarily by ex-prisoners, the organization helps former inmates and at-risk youth break the cycle of crime and incarceration through a broad range of services. The Fortune Society works to improve prison conditions and protect the rights of prisoners. It was established by David Rothenberg, following the success of his 1967 off-Broadway production of the play “Fortune and Men’s Eyes,” which was about a young man’s experience in a youth detention center.

The play “The Castle” was conceived and is directed by Rothenberg. “‘The Castle’ came into being because of another play from years ago,” said Rothenberg. “This piece of theater has a natural power all its own, because the stories being told belong to the people telling them.”

“The Castle” has been brought off-Broadway by producers Eric Krebs and Chase Mishkin and is now playing at the New World Stages in New York City. The production officially opened there April 27.

“The Castle” was written in collaboration with and performed by Angel Ramos, Vilma Ortiz Donovan, Kenneth Harrington and Casimiro Torres, all who tell their own life stories.

Ramos was abused as a child and learned computer programming during a 30-year stretch in prison for a violent altercation. Donovan left home at age 9, eventually became a drug dealer and served two prison terms. Harrington refused a basketball scholarship so that he could be a DJ. Later, addicted to crack cocaine and sentenced for burglary, he rediscovered his faith and studied law. Torres lived childhood on streets populated with heroin addicts. He was once forced to fight his siblings while onlookers bet on the outcome.


